THE PRODIGAL FATHER

CHURCH AS FAMILY: KNOWING GOD'S FATHERHOOD 2
(THE SEQUEL!)



11 JESUS CONTINUED: “THERE WAS A MAN WHO
HAD TWO SONS. 12 THE YOUNGER ONE SAID TO HIS

FATHER, 'FATHER, GIVE ME MY SHARE OF THE

ESTATE.” SO HE DIVIDED HIS PROPERTY BETWEEN

THEM.

13 “NOT LONG AFTER THAT, THE YOUNGER SON GOT

TOGETHER A
COUNTRY AN
LIVING. 14 AFTER HE HAD SPENT

IN WILD

L. HE HAD, SET OFF FOR A DISTANT
D THERE SOUANDERED HIS WEALTH

EVERYTHING, THERE WAS A SEVERE FAMINE IN
THAT WHOLE COUNTRY, AND HE BEGAN TO BE IN
NEED. 156 SO HE WENT AND HIRED HIMSELF OUT TO
A CITIZEN OF THAT COUNTRY, WHO SENT HIM TO
HIS FIELDS TO FEED PIGS. 16 HE LONGED TO FILL

HIS STOMACH WITH THE PODS THAT THE PIGS

WERE EATING, BUT NO ONE GAVE HIM ANYTHING.




17 “WHEN HE CAME TO HIS SENSES, HE SAID, ‘'HOW
MANY OF MY FATHER'S HIRED MEN HAVE FOOD TO
SPARE, AND HERE I AM STARVING TO DEATH! 18 1
WILL SET OUT AND GO BACK TO MY FATHER AND
SAY TO HIM: FATHER, I HAVE SINNED AGAINST
HEAVEN AND AGAINST YOU. 191 AM NO LONGER
WORTHY TO BE CALLED YOUR SON; MAKE ME LIKE
ONE OF YOUR HIRED MEN.’ 20 SO HE GOT UP AND
WENT TO HIS FATHER.

“BUT WHILE HE WAS STILL A LONG WAY OFF, HIS
FATHER SAW HIM AND WAS FILLED WITH
COMPASSION FOR HIM; HE RAN TO HIS SON, THREW
HIS ARMS AROUND HIM AND KISSED HIM.

21 “THE SON SAID TO HIM, 'FATHER, I HAVE SINNED
AGAINST HEAVEN AND AGAINST YOU. I AM NO
LONGER WORTHY TO BE CALLED YOUR SON.’




22 “BUT THE FATHER SAID TO HIS SERVANTS, ‘QUICK!
BRING THE BEST ROBE AND PUT IT ON HIM. PUT A
RING ON HIS FINGER AND SANDALS ON HIS FEET.
23 BRING THE FATTENED CALF AND KILL IT. LET'S

HAVE A FEAST AND CELEBRATE. 24 FOR THIS SON OF

MINE WAS DEAD AND IS ALIVE AGAIN; HE WAS LOST
AND IS FOUND. SO THEY BEGAN TO CELEBRATE.

256 “"MEANWHILE, THE OLDER SON WAS IN THE FIELD.
WHEN HE CAME NEAR THE HOUSE, HE HEARD MUSIC
AND DANCING. 26 SO HE CALLED ONE OF THE
SERVANTS AND ASKED HIM WHAT WAS GOING ON.
27 “'YOUR BROTHER HAS COME," HE REPLIED, ‘AND
YOUR FATHER HAS KILLED THE FATTENED CALF
BECAUSE HE HAS HIM BACK SAFE AND SOUND.’




28 “THE OLDER BROTHER BECAME ANGRY AND
REFUSED TO GO IN. SO HIS FATHER WENT OUT AND
PLEADED WITH HIM. 29 BUT HE ANSWERED HIS
FATHER, 'LOOK! ALL THESE YEARS I'VE BEEN
SLAVING FOR YOU AND NEVER DISOBEYED YOUR
ORDERS. YET YOU NEVER GAVE ME EVEN A YOUNG
GOAT SO I COULD CELEBRATE WITH MY FRIENDS.
530 BUT WHEN THIS SON OF YOURS WHO HAS
SOUANDERED YOUR PROPERTY WITH PROSTITUTES
COMES HOME, YOU KILL THE FATTENED CALF FOR
HIM!

31 “MY SON,' THE FATHER SAID, 'YOU ARE ALWAYS
WITH ME, AND EVERYTHING I HAVE IS YOURS.
532 BUT WE HAD TO CELEBRATE AND BE GLAD,
BECAUSE THIS BROTHER OF YOURS WAS DEAD AND
IS ALIVE AGAIN; HE WAS LOST AND IS FOUND."™




| Kisses o a go --
Father God

Despite our smell
Forgiveness

LLove, reconcihiation |
& intimacy

i+ Not a distant God! |




FATHER WHO GIVES GIFTS

* Distinction & Honour
* Intimacy & Affection

* Righteousness




FATHER WHO GIVES GIFTS

] ‘ Tt Power & Authority

* Delegated government




FATHER WHO GIVES GIFTS

e Freedom
* Friendship

» Gospel of peace




FATHER WHO GIVES GIFTS

» Restoration
« Honour

* Victory celebration




OUR FATHER GOD IS FULL OF;
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