
Kingdom Culture: Risk and Faith (Brookside Sunday 24th May 2015) 
 

Learning from the Bean! 
 
French bean growing in our household! 
 
Creation ordnance: The eternal law of seedtime and harvest. . . . as long as the earth 
remains. 
 
Genesis 8:22 
 
Matthew 17:14-20 
 
A tough learning curve for the disciples. Important to understand the greek words used as 
the NIV doesn’t accurately record what Jesus was saying. 
 
The disciples had stepped out in faith but it seems their faith was diluted or contaminated 
with unbelief and fear. Maybe the presenting situation was too big or frightening for them 
to deal with at this point in their lives. 
 
It’s also important to understand the words Jesus uses in reference to moving mountains. 
It’s not a kind of name it and claim it, instant result command but rather a declaration for 
obstacles to start moving or proceeding, which is what Jesus says they will do. We may not 
see instant change but things will start moving or proceeding. 
 
What’s important for successful bean growing faith? 
 
Let’s plant some bean seeds! 
 

 We ‘plant’ by faith. We have to act to give God something to work with. We can’t 
make anything happen but God does. Disappointment and hassle can stop us 
planting. We can grow disillusioned and cynical.  

 We plant into good soil – not any old dirt! I think it interesting that in places like 
Reading there has been lots of good news activity, serving communities and meeting 
need. It’s as if we are working together to prepare the ground for seeds of the gospel 
to be planted. 

 The environment is everything. Warmth and safety are critical for effective bean 
growing. Our church environment is crucial. As a leadership we are convinced that 
our role is to work and serve to nurture and protect an environment conducive to 
helping people grow and serve. 

 We need the watering of God’s word and His Spirit. Not an overload that can rot the 
seed. We each contribute towards watering one another with encouragement and 
prophetic words. 

 As the bean plants are planted outside they will need the support of a rod or net as 
they grow and climb. The fruit can be heavy and the plants need support. We need 
the care, comfort and support of others as we walk our respective faith journeys. We 
can so often be tempted to drift in to isolation but the church family is crucial and 
God’s plan. 

 



Growing a culture of Risk and Faith at Brookside 
 
Drift happens and it’s often the case that we start well and get hindered along our journeys 
of faith. We prefer to live by sight and rationalism, where things can be explained. The 
kingdom advances as women and men live by faith and there is considerable evidence that 
where there is pressure, faith grows and God causes amazing things to happen – not usually 
comfortable for us. 
 
Some principles; 
 

 Keep going and give God something to work with. We have to plant seeds! It can be 
hard to keep going when the knock-backs are hard and prolific. Giving is the key to 
receiving and we’ll understand more of this is our next culture – generosity. 

 A supportive and caring environment is essential. We have to tend our newly sown 
plants and keep them in an environment conducive to the best possible growth. 
There is such an overlap and interdependency across the cultures. We must provide 
an environment of family for all to successfully stretch out in faith. 

 Avoid formulas but adopt principles. What ‘works’ for one may not only not work for 
another but can inadvertently become an obstacle to another. God does things in His 
ways and His times and we will never be able to explain or necessarily understand 
this. It’s what faith is about. We all grow at different rates and whilst it may not 
seem like much is happening, it might well be but out of sight. 

 Giving thanks to a good God and celebrating in praise and worship are key – 
whatever outcomes are like. Praising God when life is tough and we are not seeing 
(yet) what we would like to see is so important and nurturing to our spirit. 

 We live by faith. It’s easy to see faith only in the light of healing or the spectacular or 
supernatural. Faith is all of life – our living, breathing, working, relating – it all should 
happen by faith and trust in God as the master gardener. This is why we should tell 
the stories of faith in a God who is active and interested in the whole cross-section of 
our lives. We need people around us who can lift our arms in the heat of the battles 
that we surely engage in as we seek to move forward together in faith. 
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