
Honouring Civic Authorities 

 

 

 

3 course meal, 
but choices to think about from 

the menu: 
- hor's d'oeuvres: 
 
- entrées 
 
- desserts 
…and coffee at the end!  



Hors d’oeuvres 
 eat both and fully digest 

2 Cor  6 v 4, 8,9 
Rather, as servants of God we commend ourselves in every way: in 
great endurance; in troubles, hardships and distresses; 
 
through glory and dishonour, bad report and good report; 
  
genuine, yet regarded as impostors; known, yet regarded as unknown; 
dying, and yet we live on;  

•  I can only honour other people if I am 
secure in my own identity 
 
•  My own worth is not dependent on 
whether I receive honour or not 

 



Entrées 
 

Something to get your teeth into 
•  Is the amount of honour in the world a 

fixed quantity? 
 

•  Does honouring somebody mean we have 
to approve of all they do and are ? 
 

•  Do we have to have Christian rulers and 
leaders before we can honour them? 



Fixed Quantum of Honour? 
Secret of the universe! 

V = (R + H) x E 
 

Value 
Recognise 

Honour 
Encourage 



Who gets honoured? 

•  Does honouring somebody mean we have 
to approve of all they do and are ? 
 
 

•  Do we have to have Christian rulers and 
leaders before we can honour them? 



Jerusalem or Babylon? 
 •  This is what the LORD Almighty, the God of Israel, says 

to all those I carried into exile from Jerusalem to 
Babylon:  
 

•  “Build houses and settle down; plant gardens and eat 
what they produce.  

•  Marry and have sons and daughters; find wives for your 
sons and give your daughters in marriage, so that they 
too may have sons and daughters. Increase in number 
there; do not decrease.  

•  Also, seek the peace and prosperity of the city to which I 
have carried you into exile. Pray to the LORD for it, 
because if it prospers, you too will prosper.” 

Jer 29 v 4 - 7 
 



Political context for early Christians 
•  I urge, then, first of all, that petitions, 

prayers, intercession and thanksgiving be 
made for all people, for kings and all those 
in authority, that we may live peaceful and 
quiet lives in all godliness and holiness. 
- 1Ti 2:1-2 
 

•   Submit yourselves for the Lord's sake to 
every human authority: whether to the 
emperor, as the supreme authority, or to 
governors, who are sent by him to punish 
those who do wrong and to commend 
those who do right. 
 
Show proper respect to everyone, love the 
family of believers, fear God, honour the 
emperor. 
1Pe 2:13-14,17  



In Reading/Wokingham… 
•  Local statutory agencies open to 

dialogue 
•  Ongoing relationships with key 

civic leaders 
•  Growing credibility & trust 
•  Local Strategic Partnership 



...and  UK 

 
 
 



Dessert – 4 flavours 

•  PC Jonny Hare 
•  Kathy Taylor, CPN 
•  Alison Duffield, RM 
•  Eileen Magness, SRN 


