


What do I understand by “Grace” ? 



What do I understand by “Grace” ? 

Oxford Dictionary:  The free and unearned favour of God 

Paul writing to Church at Ephesus:                    Ephesians 2:8 

It is by grace you have been saved, through faith – and this not of 

yourselves, it is the gift of God – not of works, so that no one can 

boast.  



What do I understand by “Grace” ? 

Oxford Dictionary:  The free and unearned favour of God 

Compare: 
 

MERCY 
 

GRACE 

Tells us something about the recipient and the donor 

Tells us nothing about the recipient but only the donor 



What do I understand by “Grace” ? 

Description:     The free … favour of God 

Greek:   Charis       favour,   goodwill,   lovingkindness 

Secular Greek:       connotation of rejoicing 

Expressions of God’s character 



How did Paul experience the grace of God? 

By the grace of God I am what I am                1 Cor.15:10 

If the many died by the trespass of the one man (i.e. Adam), how 

much more did God’ grace and the gift that came by the grace of the 

one man, Jesus Christ, overflow to the many.                     Rom. 5:15 

I have been crucified with Christ and I no longer live, but Christ lives 

in me. The life I live in the body, I live by faith in the Son of God, 

who loved me and gave himself for me.                  Gal. 2:20 

If, while we seek to be justified in Christ, it becomes evident that we 

ourselves are sinners, does that mean that Christ promotes sin?  

Absolutely not! … I prove that I am a lawbreaker 



Experiencing the Grace and Empowerment of God 

I became a servant of this gospel by the gift of God’s grace given 

me through the working of his power.                Eph. 3: 7 
Paul: 

Simon :  “Give me also this ability”  -  power to act, authority       Acts 8: 19  

Paul: I want to know Christ and the power of his resurrection and the 

fellowship of sharing in his sufferings, becoming like him in his 

death, and so, somehow, to attain to the resurrection from the dead. 

Philippians 3: 10 



Seeing the Evidence 

Acts 11: 23   The Church sent Barnabas to Antioch 

“When he arrived and saw the evidence of the grace of God he was glad … 



Seeing the Evidence Wrong or Different?    

How do we handle a critical attitude? 

Is it right or wrong in God’s eyes? 

Lying 

Is it merely right or wrong in our eyes? 

Eating meat 

Romans 14: 1ff                   Do not Judge others 



Seeing the Evidence Wrong or Different?    

How do I handle my critical attitude? 

My, at times, critical nature has to be crucified  

so that Christ’s life has free expression in me 

and his grace can flow through me to Di 

Empowerment flows from a Christ centred, Grace filled life 

Personal Testimony 




